RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
give me another name. "Willard Gibbs can't be a man of much personal magnetism or I should have heard of him."
Some of the students who attended my lectures were prominent athletes, and they were good enough to show me something of the methods of training those who were to represent Yale in the Inter-University sports. The captain of the football team showed me how they taught their men to tackle. I saw hurdlers do splits on a mattress with one leg stretched out in front and the other behind to train them to get over the hurdles with their legs nearly horizontal. In America they take a great deal more trouble over the technique of their sports than we do in England.
When I arrived in New Haven the spring flowers in the woods not far from the town were at their best. Bluetts, a flower something like a Tritelia, were very plentiful and there were great drifts of a red-and-yellow aquilegia, neither of which grow in England. The spring, however, only lasted for a short time and before the end of my stay was followed by a heat wave. This was tolerable in New Haven, as by taking a ride outside a tram-car just before going to bed one could get cooled down and able to sleep without difficulty. It continued, however, in full force at New York when I was on my way home, and a heat wave in New York is one of the most disagreeable things I know. The nights are hotter even than the days and it was impossible to get sound sleep. I was thankful when I got on the boat and was on my way back to England.
I visited Yale again twenty years later, when I went for the opening of a magnificent new chemical laboratory, and found its growth in the interval had been phenomenal. 186